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See inside Kinneil House
during six free open days
SIX open days will take place at Kinneil House
in Kinneil Estate, Bo’ness, in 2012.
The historic mansion – which boasts some of the best
renaissance wall paintings in Scotland – will throw open
its doors for a series of free guided tours in the coming
year. The events have been organised by the charity The
Friends of Kinneil in association with Historic Scotland,
which cares for the property.
Visitors will get the chance to see inside the building,
which dates back to the 15th century, on:







Saturday, March 17, 2012;
Saturday, April 21, 2012;
Sunday, April 22, 2012;
Sunday, June 24, 2012;
Sunday, August 26, 2012; and
Sunday, October 28, 2012.

Tours will take place from noon to 4 p.m. each day, with
the exception of March 17, 2012 (when the House will be
open in the morning only, from 10 a.m. to noon) and on
October 28 (open from noon to 3 p.m.) Last admission is
always 30 minutes before closing.
At all other times, visitors can tour the grounds of
the House and the surrounding Kinneil Estate. Kinneil
Museum is also open throughout the year.
The ﬁrst event on March 17 has been organised to tie
in with the Silent Film Festival, taking place at the nearby
Hippodrome Cinema – Scotland’s ﬁrst purpose-built
cinema. Maria Ford from The Friends of Kinneil said:
“With its renaissance wall paintings, you could describe
Kinneil House as the very ﬁrst ‘picture palace’ in Bo’ness.
It’s therefore quite appropriate that we’re teaming up with
the Hippodrome for this special weekend.”
She added: “With lots of visitors coming to the town
for the Festival, it seemed a good idea to allow them to see
around Kinneil House on the morning of
March 17. Like the Hippodrome, this is an
A-listed building and a magniﬁcent place to
visit.” Details at www.kinneil.org.uk

FREE HISTORY
TALK ON MARCH 20

The Arbour Room at Kinneil House. Visit for free during special open days.

HISTORIAN Geoff Bailey will give a
free talk on the history of Kinneil at
a special event on Tuesday, March
20, 2012. The evening meeting,
organised by The Friends of Kinneil,
will also report on the recent
consultation with people in the
Deanfield area about Kinneil Estate
and Foreshore. The event will take
place in St. Mary’s Church Hall, off
Dean Road, Bo’ness, and start at
7.30 p.m. All are welcome.

Deanfield consultation, what residents told us: see inside

Join in a
free health
walk and
get in shape
IMPROVE your
fitness, meet new
people - and do it
all for free. Join in
some of the free
health walks taking
place in Kinneil
Estate in Bo’ness.
Step Forth walks are
every Monday and
Thursday, starting at
10.30 a.m., and every
Tuesday, starting at 2
p.m. All walks leave
from outside Kinneil
Museum and last for
around 45 minutes.
The walks usually
cover Kinneil Woods
and other parts of
the historic Kinneil
Estate. If you’d like to
take part simply turn
up at the correct time
outside the Museum.
All ages are welcome.
Step Forth also
operates other
walks at the Bo’ness
Foreshore and in
other parts of the
district. Full details
are available from
Kinneil Museum.

Call for better play
facilities at Kinneil
RESIDENTS in the Deanﬁeld area of
Bo’ness have called for better play facilities
at Kinneil Estate and Foreshore.
They gave their comments as part of a
major survey conducted by The Friends of
Kinneil, with support from the Growing
Communities Fund.
The full results of the survey will be
revealed at a public meeting in St. Mary’s
Church Hall, Bo’ness, on Tuesday, March
20. The event will start at 7.30 p.m.
There will also be a talk from historian
Geoﬀ Bailey and some light refreshments.
If you can’t attend, you will be able to read
the ﬁnal consultation report online (from
March 20) by logging onto:
www.kinneil.org.uk/deanﬁeld
Maria Ford, the chair of The Friends of

Kinneil, said: “Last year, The Friends of
Kinneil was lucky enough to be awarded
more than £4000 to conduct a community
consultation exercise.
“We focused on the Deanﬁeld area of
Bo’ness and asked residents about two
neighbouring parks - at Kinneil Estate and
Kinneil Foreshore. We carried out door-todoor surveys, drop-in sessions at Kinneil
Bowling Club and the Old Kirk, and also
events at Kinneil Primary and St. Mary’s
Primary School.
COFFEE SHOP
“Through the community consultation
exercise, we established that people
wanted to see better play facilities. The
doorstep surveys also ﬂagged up strong
support for investment in Kinneil House
and Museum - and perhaps
the establishment of a
coﬀee/gift shop within the
Estate. The full results will
be listed in our report, to
be published on March 20.”
Funding allowed the charity
to employ a project worker,
Graeme Kane. Volunteers
from the group also helped
collect information.
Mrs Ford said: “All the
feedback given will be passed
to Falkirk Council, Falkirk
Community Trust and our
partners at Historic Scotland.
We hope it will lead to even
more improvements to
Kinneil in the years ahead
(and hopefully much needed
investment for the Kinneil
area).”

www.kinneil.org.uk/walk

Cafe culture
A NEW coffee
machine has been
installed in Kinneil
Museum to meet the
demand from visitors.
The museum also
sells local gifts and
books and provides
free cups of chilled
water.
www.kinneil.org.uk/cafe

She added: “As well as
giving locals the chance
to have their say, we’re
conﬁdent the exercise has
also massively increased
the proﬁle of The Friends of
Kinneil, our activities - and
the parks themselves.

The consultation at Kinneil Primary School.
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Friends

Drop-in events
at the Old Kirk,
above, and Kinneil
Bowling Club, left,
proved popular.
The consultation
was funded by
the Growing
Communities Fund.

“For instance, our
website (www.kinneil.org.
uk) - promoted during the
consultation - had around
17,500 visits in 2011, up
around 43 per cent on the
previous year.
“Open days at Kinneil
House - also promoted
during the consultation were also busier. A total of
2025 people toured inside
the mansion last year,
compared to 1622 visitors
in 2010 – an increase of
nearly 25 per cent.
FACEBOOK
“Plus our Facebook page
(www.fb.com/kinneil) saw
increased number of ‘likes’.”
Funding for the
consultation project was
secured through the
Growing Communities
Fund, a small grants
programme aimed at

helping local groups and
people in regeneration
areas to become more
involved in their
communities.
THANK YOU
“The fund helps residents
inﬂuence local services and
improve their local areas,”
said Mrs Ford.
“The fund is managed
locally by CVS Falkirk and
District – using cash from
the Scottish Government’s
Fairer Scotland Fund. We’d
like to say a big thank you
to everyone who took part.
“I hope local people will
attend the feedback event and
talk on March 20 - or log onto
www.kinneil.org.uk/deanﬁeld
to read the ﬁnal report.”
www.kinneil.org.uk/
deanfield

“People wanted
to see better
play facilities.
The doorstep
surveys also
flagged up
strong support
for investment
in Kinneil House
and Museum and perhaps the
establishment
of a coffee/gift
shop within the
Estate.”
MARIA FORD
Chair, The Friends of
Kinneil

THE Friends of Kinneil
was set up to help
promote and develop
Kinneil Estate and
the neighbouring
Foreshore. Join the
group and get invited
to exclusive members’
events. There’s a
small fee to pay, but
reduced rates for the
retired, unwaged and
students. Contact
the membership
secretary, Anna
McKenzie, at 166
Springfield Road,
Linlithgow, EH49 7JT;
or email: anna@
kinneil.org.uk
www.kinneil.org.uk/
friends

Museum

NEW facilities for
disabled customers
are being installed at
Kinneil Museum this
spring. This will mean
the museum will be
closed for a short
time (likely to be from
mid-March). Check
local press for details
or visit our website.
www.kinneil.org.uk

Festival
KINNEIL Museum will
take part in this year’s
Festival of Museums
in May. Look out for
a history walk, goodie
bag giveaways and
other activities. See
press nearer the
time for details - or
sign up for alerts on
our website or via
Facebook or Twitter.
www.kinneil.org.uk
www.fb.com/kinneil
www.twitter.com/kinneil

Support for nature reserve at pit site
THE KINNEIL foreshore could have formal “local nature
reserve” status by this summer.
The site was once home to Kinneil Colliery, the last pit
in Bo’ness. Falkirk Council has agreed to start talks with
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) in a bid to win the new
status for the site.
If approved as a reserve, the reclaimed site – already
supported by The Friends of Kinneil charity – would get
better protection for its plants and wildlife and have
better opportunities to access new funding.
The Council’s leisure convener, Bo’ness Councillor

Adrian Mahoney, said: “Just over 30 years ago this site
looked very diﬀerent. It was dominated by the massive
Kinneil Colliery complex and other industrial buildings.
The closure of the pit – in 1983 – was a huge blow to the
local community.
“The one positive thing to come out of this has been the
way the colliery site, and the surrounding area, has been
transformed into a natural parkland, popular with cyclists,
bird-watchers and walkers. Already some local maps
describe the site as a ‘nature reserve’ but it would be good
to achieve oﬃcial status for the area, and hopefully attract
new levels of funding into
the site.”
GRANTS
Peter Mole from The
Friends of Kinneil said:
“Already a lot has been
achieved on the Foreshore,
but there’s lots more we
can do. I understand that
once a site has local nature
reserve status it will be
eligible for grants from
SNH and other sources.”
www.kinneil.org.uk/
foreshore

Get in touch
We hope you
enjoyed this
newsletter. If
you’d like more
information about
Kinneil Estate or
Foreshore, visit our
website at www.
kinneil.org.uk - or
contact us by email,
phone or letter.

 info@kinneil.org.uk
 01506 510629
Ford,
 Maria
The Friends of
Kinneil,
16 Craigallan Park,
Bo’ness
EH51 9QY
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