
SUNDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 
IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE ROMANS
There have been some cracking Roman discoveries in Camelon, and this is your 
opportunity to come along and learn a little more about them in our family 
friendly sessions.

From 1.30pm, we will be handling genuine Roman pots and trying our hand at 
making some from clay in our drop in sessions. At 3pm, we will welcome one of 
the archaeologists who dug on the site of what is now Tesco’s supermarket who 
will be telling us more about the discoveries which included dozens of Roman 
shoes.

Time: 1.30pm – 2.30pm Children’s activitities.  3pm – 4pm Archaeologist Talk 
Location: Forth Valley Sensory Centre, Redbrae Rd, Camelon, Falkirk FK1 4DD

WALK – KIRKINTILLOCH TO CADDER
Continuing the yearly westward exploration of the Antonine Wall we will start at 
the Peel Park in Kirkintilloch, the site of one of the Wall forts, and walk to Cadder 
Roman fort near the golf course there. No remains of the Wall are visible and it 
is only through the expert eye of our guide, Geoff Bailey, that we will be able to 
follow its course and understand its setting.  4.9km (3 miles) one way.

Time: 3pm 
Location: Meet at Peel Park, Kirkintilloch, G66 1AB

Bring out your Roman 
side with a jam-packed 
two weeks of events 
across Falkirk district 
and beyond. 

THURSDAY 19 SEPTEMBER
TALK – THE ANTONINE WALL DISTANCE 
TABLETS BY GEOFF BAILEY
The Roman inscriptions marking the construction of the Antonine Wall are a 
most remarkable collection, unique to this frontier.  They are very ornate and 
the iconography tells us a lot about the Roman attitude to the frontier. They 
also inform us about the way in which the work on the linear frontier was 
divided up amongst the various legions and what they called it.  But where 
were they set up and who was the intended audience?

Time: 2pm 
Cost: Free – hosted by Friends of Kinneil.  No pre-booking necessary. 
Location: Bo’ness Library, Scotland’s Close, Bo’ness EH51 0AH

SATURDAY 21 SEPTEMBER
ANTONINE WALL                                   
COMMUNITY CONFERENCE

To mark the 11th anniversary of the inscription 
of the Antonine Wall as a World Heritage Site, 
and to celebrate the ongoing involvement of 
communities along the Wall, come along to this 
Community Conference.  There will be a range 
of both academic and community speakers to 
discuss projects along the Antonine Wall, its 
history and archaeology and the three year 
Re-discovering the Antonine Wall project.   Last 
year’s popular marketplace will return with the 
chance to meet organisations and community 
groups from along the length of the Wall and 
further afield.  

In the afternoon, there will be workshop sessions 
and activities in the Town Hall and adjacent Peel Park, site of one of the 
Antonine Wall forts and home to the Auld Kirk Museum.  More information 

to follow – keep an eye on the Antonine Wall website (www.
antoninewall.org) and Twitter page (@AntonineWall

Time: 10am – 4pm. 
Booking: This is a free event, but booking via 
Eventbrite is essential.  Link to be announced. 
Location: Kirkintilloch Town Hall, Union Street, 

Kirkintilloch G66 1DH
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The Antonine Wall
The Antonine Wall was built around 142AD on the orders of Emperor 
Antoninus Pius to hold back Caledonian tribes from invading southern 
Scotland, which was then under Roman rule. Unlike the stone-built Hadrian’s 
Wall, the Antonine Wall consisted either of a rampart of soil faced with turf, or 
entirely of turf, resting on a stone foundation. There are many places in Falkirk 
district where the wall can be seen today – more information can be found at 
www.antoninewall.org  or www.kinneil.org.uk/antoninewall 

Schools’ Programme
We will be running a schools’ programme which 
will consist of six fun and informative workshops. 
If you are a school and would like more details/to 
book in a class, please contact 
heritagelearning@falkirkcommunitytrust.org

Big Roman Week Thanks
 Big Roman Week 2019 has been co-ordinated by 

Falkirk Community Trust (Registered Charity 
No. SC042403) with fantastic support 
from The Friends of Kinneil charity (No. 
SC038368), Historic Environment Scotland 
(Registered Charity No. SC045925), Falkirk 

Council, Adrian Mahoney, plus all our 
speakers and volunteers.  Thank you very 

much for all your hard work.

UNTIL 6 OCTOBER 2019
GLADIATORS: A CEMETERY OF SECRETS

Callendar House hosts Gladiators: A 
Cemetery of Secrets, an exhibition 
that showcases the skeletal remains 
of six men, all of whom were 
decapitated and suffered injuries 
prior to death, and were buried 
in a cemetery alongside other 
Roman-age material  in York. Recent 
research has uncovered more 

about who these men were, where they came from, how they died and evidence 
suggests that they were Gladiators active in Northern Britain. Accompanying the 
exhibition is an engaging hands-on area based on a Roman market where families 
can have fun exploring what life was like in a Roman town.  This is a touring 
exhibition from The Jorvik Group.

Time: 10am - 3.30pm (open Wed – Mon, closed Tuesdays) 
Cost: £5 Adults, £3 conc/child, £15 Family. Call 01324 506850 to book. 
Location: Callendar House, Callendar Park, Falkirk FK1 1YR

 

SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 
HANDLING SESSION – 
REDISCOVERING THE ANTONINE WALL
Replica Roman leather tents will be on display outside the museum at Kinneil to 
give an idea of what it was like for a Roman soldier to be on military campaign 
in Scotland.  Other reproductions include a military flask, pottery and weapons.  
This is your chance to handle a gladius – the short stabbing sword used by the 
legionaries – feel the weight.  Experts will be on hand to put the objects into 
context and provide additional information.  Kinneil House will also be open, so 
why not combine the two?

Time: 10am – 3pm 
Cost: Free – no booking required 
Location: Kinneil Museum, Kinneil Park, Bo’ness EH51 0PR

SAT 14 & SUN 15 SEPTEMBER 
 FILM – HORRIBLE HISTORIES: 
THE MOVIE – ROTTEN ROMANS (PG)
Friends, Romans, Celts… lend us your ears.  
The all-conquering Romans rule the civilised 
world – and that includes “the stain” that is 
Britain.  While the young Emperor Nero battles 
his scheming mother Agrippina for ultimate 
power, Celtic Queen Boudica gathers an army 
in Britain to repel the Rotten Romans.  Mixed 
up in this battle for liberation are the teenage 
Atti, a reluctant Roman soldier, and Orla, a young Celt with dreams of becoming a 
warrior like Boudica herself…

Dir. Dominic Brigstocke / UK / 2019 / 1h 32m / Audio Description available 
With: Kate Nash, Kim Cattrall, Warwick Davis, Sebastian Croft, Emilia Jones 
Time: Sat 14 Sept 11am (Reel Saturday screening: all tickets £2.75) & Sun 15 Sept 
2pm (tickets £7/conc. £5.40/ Family £20.50) 
Location: Hippodrome, 10 Hope Street, Bo’ness EH51 0AA

SUNDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 
WALK - KINNEIL-POLMONT
Walk the 6.2km (3.9 miles) along 
the line of the Antonine Wall from 
Kinneil Museum to Polmont Church, 
seeing the Roman fortlet at Kinneil 
on the way, with Geoff Bailey as your 
well-informed guide.  The route runs 
along the top of Kinneil Muir from 
where there are magnificent views of 
the Forth Estuary and Grangemouth.  
Later military features include the 
Castle at Inveravon which was 
demolished in 1450 and a Second World War decoy for the refinery.

Time: 2pm.  Meet at Kinneil Museum.  No booking necessary.

WEDNESDAY 18 SEPTEMBER
TALK – GLADIATORS, AMPHITHEATRES 
AND DEATH IN ROMAN BRITAIN BY 
GEOFF BAILEY
The amphitheatre is one of the most quintessential structures of the Roman 
Empire.  Yet it fulfilled a function related to the ritual slaughter of animals and 
people which today seems at odds to our view of that civilised culture upon 
which European values were built. During the days of the British Empire it 
was thought that Britain had not possessed such barbaric stages.  Then it was 
realised that some of the earthworks thought to have been prehistoric were 
in fact such venues.  The talk explores the discovery, physical and cultural, of 
these monuments and the evidence for gladiators in the province of Britannia. 
After your introduction to Roman Gladiator Britain, you’re welcome to explore 
our special exhibition at Callendar House Gladiators: A Cemetery of Secrets. 
Entry to the exhibition is included in the talk fee.

Time: 2pm – 3pm 
Cost: £5.50.  Please call 01324 506850 to book. 
Location: Callendar House, Callendar Park, Falkirk FK1 1YR

TALK – RECENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
WORK IN THE FALKIRK AREA 
BY GEOFF BAILEY
Each year more and more of the past is revealed to the archaeologists, adding 
to our knowledge of the Roman occupation of the Falkirk area.  The speaker 
will tell us of the on-going work at Mumrills as well as chance discoveries 
along the line of the Antonine Wall. Prehistoric and more recent material 
will also be covered.

Time: 7.30pm 
Cost: Free – hosted by Falkirk Local History Society.  
Pre-booking not required. 
Location: Trinity Church, Manse Place, Falkirk FK1 1JN
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Falkirk district has an amazing Roman heritage based around 
the Antonine Wall which split the area into the civilised Roman 
South and the barbarian North.  In Big Roman Week you can 
find out about the Romans’ advanced technology and see where 
they left their mark nearly 2,000 years later.  

Big Roman Week 2019 runs from Sat 14 – Sun 22 September.  
This year we have a wide range of events suitable for children 
and adults.  Many events are free, but most do need to be 
booked – see individual listings for more information on 
charges and how to book.

For more information :  
www.bigromanweek.org.uk 
www.falkirkcommunitytrust.org 
www.twitter.com/bigromanweek  
www.facebook.com/kinneil

FREE


